
 
 
 
 

Chief Psychiatrist’s Guidelines for the 

Sexual Safety of Consumers 
of Mental Health Services 

in Western Australia 
As required under section 547 of the Mental Health Act 2014 

 
 
 
 

Sexual safety refers to being and feeling psychologically and 
physically safe, including being free of, and feeling safe from, 
behaviour of a sexual nature that is unwanted, or makes 
another person feel uncomfortable, afraid or unsafe. 

 
 
 
 

Rights to sexual safety - everyone 
All consumers, families, carers, staff and others accessing mental health services have a right to: 

• Feel and be sexually safe while in a mental health service 

• Expect any concerns they raise about sexual safety to be taken seriously and acted on 
appropriately and promptly 

• Be consulted about and provide input to sexual safety standards developed within the service they 
are involved with 

• Be supported in promoting a sexually safe environment, including with information and training. 

• Express themselves in accordance with their gender identity. 

• Express their sexual identity and sexuality in an appropriate context or setting. 

Responsibilities for sexual safety– everyone 
All consumers, families, carers, staff and others accessing mental health services have a 
responsibility to: 

• Respect the rights of others to feel safe and be safe from acts that compromise or breach their 
sexual safety, whatever their cultural background, sex, gender identity and sexual orientation 

• Adhere to the sexual safety standards that define appropriate behaviour for the service setting 

• Read, watch or listen to information provided to them about sexual safety in the service. 
 
 
 
 

For more information, please go to www.chiefpsychiatrist.wa.gov.au 

The Chief Psychiatrist Guidelines can be found at: 
www.chiefpsychiatrist.wa.gov.au/standards-guidelines/sexual-safety-guidelines/ 

http://www.chiefpsychiatrist.wa.gov.au/
http://www.chiefpsychiatrist.wa.gov.au/standards-guidelines/sexual-safety-guidelines/
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